
Welcome to the 2016 State of the City.  It is hard to believe that I am 
all ready in my third year as Mayor.  

Three years ago, you shared with me things that were important to you.  

Open, accessible government.  In 2015 we made major improvements to our 
Council Chambers and now live stream our meetings.  We are improving our 
public works project communication with increased use of social media and a 
partnership with Industrious Industries.  

Community wide visioning.  In preparing our 2016 Comp Plan we had four 
community vision meetings with over 100 participants. 

Proactive Economic Development.  Wait until you see the new proposed 200 ton 
travel lift pier and industrial boat ramp that MJB will roll out in fall 2016!

Safe Environment.  The police and fire departments are fully staffed.  Next 
month, our final recruit will begin at the police department.  Currently we have 
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three recruits at the Fire Academy.    We now also have a school resource officer 
and a drug dog.  

Environmental Stewardship.  Through cooperation with the Samish Nation, we have 
improved our storm water and reduced unintended discharge of sewer into the 
storm drains. A downtown sanitary sewer improvement project is underway.

Clear processes.  With a City Attorney in house, we are focused on improving our 
municipal code clarity.

Partnerships.  This job relies on a multitude of partnerships.  We work closely with 
state, county, and regional partners.  We value relationships with local businesses, 
service groups, and other public entities.

Every day we work to make your priorities, our priorities.  It is our goal to meet the 
needs of the community by placing a priority on maintaining and improving our 
infrastructure and services.  I greatly appreciate the support that the community 
has placed in us to bring forward these items.  I recognize that there have been 
rate increases to support these improvements.  It is important that we provide 
services that are of good value and that do not take advantage of our citizen’s 
good will.  We have seen rate increases to help pay for the water and sewer 
systems, the sanitation and recycling systems, and the roads. I look forward to you 
seeing the results of these efforts in our improved infrastructure.

I look forward to sharing the City’s story on how we are addressing what is 
important to you.

3/11/2016
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Thank you for allowing us to serve as your elected officials for the City 
of Anacortes.
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Our City Council is dedicated to thoughtful deliberation of issues that 
come before them every Monday evening.
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I have challenged City Directors and their staff to make our 
infrastructure maintenance a priority and to work to beautify the 
community.  
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Each year, we work to make the budget process more 
open and reflective of community’s priorities.  In 2015, the 
community identified 7 broad budget goals:

1. Community Enrichment
2. Public Safety
3. Community and Economic Development
4. Community Stewardship
5. Health and Social Services
6. Effective Government
7. Essential Infrastructure & Services

The City Council made sure that funding was allocated to 
support these goals.
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In Washington, property tax increases are not based on the increasing 
value of properties. They are based on last year’s property tax levy, 
which is simply the amount of the property taxes that were assessed 
in the prior year. Each year’s levy may be increased by no more than 
1%, unless the public votes for a greater increase or the jurisdiction 
uses banked capacity. The City of Anacortes benefits from the annual 
1.0% property tax increase.
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The governmental budget provides the funding for all of 
our non-utilities that support quality of life (parks, museum, 
library), public safety, and road maintenance.  
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Governmental funds include property tax, sales tax, utility 
tax, and fees.  Fees account for things like impact fees, 
building permits, franchise fees, and fees for activities and 
services.

The City receives .85% of the 8.5% sales tax.  There has 
been steady growth over the past five years largely 
attributable to residential construction.  Sales tax revenue 
in 2016 is growing over the same period in 2015.  We hope 
that this trend continues.
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The City operates our utilities as separate entities and they 
must be self sustaining. Taxes do not pay for utilities.  To 
adjust for our historically low utilities rates, we needed to 
increase our rates to be able to maintain critical 
infrastructure.
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During more robust times, it is essential that we put funds 
aside for rainy days.  Since taking office, each year we 
have added to the general fund reserves.  There has been 
some concerns that we are depleting the reserves.  The 
concerns are unwarranted and in fact the general reserve 
increased 

2014 - $ 428,172
2015 - $ 268,080

In the past ten years, the City has added to the reserves 
every year except 2009 during the worst of the recession.  
The general fund reserve is currently $9.6 million 
($9,636,143).
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We are exploring the idea of preparing a biennial budget. 
State law requires that biennial budgets for cities start in 
an odd year and run through the following even year. An 
ordinance would be required to be adopted by council 
establishing a biennial budget at least 6 months prior, or by 
June 30, 2016 to be effective for the 2017-2018 budget. 
Our research has shown a 2 year budget could lead to a 
time savings in the second year, allowing other projects 
such as strategic planning, to be done in the odd years.  
The RCW requires that a mid-biennium review be 
performed which would include public hearings.
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The boom in real estate and new construction is having a positive 
effect on real estate excise tax (REET) and sales tax. When comparing 
sales tax revenue in January 2015 and January 2016, there was a 
14% increase this year.  

2015 was the first year that the City was back to pre-recession sales 
tax collection and if the current trend continues, 2016 will be even 
stronger.  

12

3/11/2016



Darcy Swetnam was promoted to City Attorney on January 
1, 2016. The City was able to complete multiple updates to 
the Anacortes Municipal Code. The City Attorney’s Office 
also made significant progress toward improving the City’s 
contracting policies and procedures. Currently we are 
working on a new more efficient electronic public records 
system.  

Consistent legal review of all City contracts has allowed for 
improved internal procedures on contract routing and 
developed better contracting policies.  The City Attorney’s 
Office has also helped develop City general provisions to 
better protect City interests.  

13

3/11/2016



______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Key updates included a complete rewrite of the City’s animal title, extensive 
changes to several chapters on solid waste collection and rates, updates to 
the City’s truck parking ordinance, the addition of a donations ordinance, 
amendments to code sections on claims, and progress updating our code on 
recreational and medical marijuana to comply with recent state legislation.
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Public works continues to diversify the services that we 
provide to the community.  An example of this is that the City 
began managing the Roll-on/Roll-Off contract to provide large 
scale garbage collection services to commercial customers.  
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At the wastewater treatment plant, there have been 3 sewer 
overflows in the last five years.  Two of these were caused by 
equipment failure that has been resolved.  

Continued work is underway to reduce the amount of storm 
water that is entering our sewer collection system.  During 
large rainfall events excessive amounts of storm water enter 
the sewer system.  We are working to resolve this.

The City Council recently approved a capital improvement 
budget to specifically address wastewater projects.   
Recruitment is underway for two staff members whose 
primary function will be inspection and maintenance of our 
sewer system.
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The new water treatment plant is operating smoothly.  The focus is 
now on improvements to the water intake structure that provides raw 
water to the treatment plant.  We recently hired two new operators 
which will allow us to have 2 people on staff at all times.  This is in line 
with our emergency preparedness focus in 2016.
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We are in the process of implementing an asset management 
system.  Cartegraph will allows us to track resources, 
maintain assets, intake requests, and manage our workflow 
more efficiently.  We also have a new GIS mapping program 
will allow the public access to City maps.
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The City continues to explore the possibility of establishing a 
fiber network that could be operated as a City utility.   We are 
reviewing the feasibility of forming the ground work for a 
municipal broadband network through out the City.  I strongly 
believe that a fiber system can enhance our quality of life and 
the foundation for business development.  To date we have 
met with Wave Cable and are applying for grants to connect 
Anacortes to other fiber networks in Skagit County.  Later this 
month, we will be attending a Regional Broadband Summit in 
Seattle to learn best practices. As so today, we are in 
discussions with communities as far away as England to see 
and understand how they have accomplished municipal fiber 
networks.  We are being cautious to ensure that this is a 
viable business decision for the community.
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We have reorganized the Facilities department.  We are 
now better able to complete projects in-house as part of 
commitment to maintain our facilities and be good fiscal 
stewards.
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In January, the City Council agreed upon a 10-month work 
plan to decide how to locally address state changes to 
medical marijuana rules.  The City Council in December 2015 
passed an ordinance eliminating collective gardens and 
passed a moratorium on new medical marijuana 
cooperatives.  The work plan calls for the city to evaluate state 
licensing regulations and legislation enacted by other 
jurisdictions this month. It will also identify primary goals and 
objectives for the city. A meeting with stakeholders and 
community leaders is expected in April.  Draft regulations are 
planned in June, which will be followed by Planning 
Commission and City Council public hearings. A final decision 
is expected by November.  
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The City Council has formed a new committee focused on 
Housing Affordability and Community Services.  The 
committee hopes to address affordable housing for elders, 
living wage families, and the homeless.  The committee is also 
seeking ways to address a roadblock for people entering the 
workforce with young children.  A lack of access to infant and 
toddler childcare is being studied. The public is invited to 
attend and participate in these discussions.  Councilmember 
Johnson says, “bring your ideas!”  The next meeting will be on 
April 7 at 1:30pm in the Main Floor Conference room at City 
Hall.
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In January, City Council adopted legislative priorities.  Emily 
Schuh, Chief Bowers, and I met with our legislators to share 
our priorities with them and learn more about their concerns.  
We also make a point to meet with our legislators while they 
are home to give them an opportunity to see first hand the 
impact of their work.
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I was part of a group of Skagit County delegates who visited 
Olympia to ask the Legislature to give the director of the state 
Department of Enterprise Services authority to transfer the 
North Cascades Gateway Center to the Port of Skagit.  The 
Port holds a 60-year lease on part of the campus and is 
working on a sublease agreement with Janicki Bioenergy 
which developed the Omniprocessor which converts sewage 
into water and electricity.  Jeff Hendricks volunteered the use 
of his jet.
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The City received a grant from WA State Dept. of 
Transportation to look at ways to revitalize South Commercial.  
We are in the process of developing a preferred option based 
on comments from a Public Open House, City of Anacortes 
Staff feedback, and a City Council meeting.
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Coming this summer, a new spray pad will provide a range of 
fun and interactive spray elements. The park will be a spray to 
drain system.  All of the spray elements will be low-flow 
nozzles that are computer controlled to maximize fun and 
minimize water usage.   A new bathroom will also be complete 
this summer.  

We have received a Washington Wildlife and Recreation 
Program grant in the amount of $335,000. The City of 
Anacortes has a Fundraising Target of $180,000. Please 
contact the Parks Department if you would like to donate to 
this fun project.
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The Depot Arts Center is one of Anacortes community 
gathering places.  Maria Petrish lovingly calls it the “Piazza”.    
We are studying the Depot Master Plan to explore possible 
expanded uses of the facility for the community.
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The City purchased the Heart of Anacortes facility in 2015.  
We hosted the all City Staff summer picnic lunch there and it 
beautifully held 100 people in a garden setting.   We are 
working to maximize the use of the site which includes public 
restrooms, a kitchen facility, stage and gathering spot.  This 
space is available for rent through the City Parks Department.  
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The City is considering purchasing the cannery along Guemes 
Channel for the opportunity to extend the trail. City Council 
approved moving forward with a purchase and sale 
agreement for the waterfront property and made a refundable 
$25,000 deposit. We are using due diligence and have six 
months to complete our research. 
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We are continuing our efforts to build a first class non-motorized multi-
use trail from Washington Park to the Marches Point Park and 
Ride. Through grant funding and cooperation with the Anacortes 
Parks Foundation we have hired consulting firm Reckord – McCloud to 
help us begin the process of identifying possible routes from 
Washington Park to the Kiwanis Waterfront Park. There are lots of 
details to be worked out and a significant number of individual 
property owners, businesses, and public entities to collaborate with, 
but we are hopeful that we can negotiate a route that is safe, has 
beautiful views, and is cost effective. We have been successful in 
accomplishing that so far and are optimistic that we can extend the 
successes of the Tommy Thompson Parkway and the Guemes Channel 
trail efforts.

I personally have visited 15 businesses and home owners and talked 
about their concerns and excitement about our path forward.
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The library is a place to gather and learn. Our library offers programs 
and resources for residents all ages. The meeting room is booked over 
1000 times each year for a variety of events.  

This month, Chief Bowers is presenting on “Cracking the Codes, the 
System of Racial Inequality.” and at another session K-9 Officer Scott 
Ray will be attending with our new drug dog T-Bone.  
_________________________________________________________
We are excited in April for the upcoming Shakespeare celebration in 
conjunction with National Library Week.   The library will be busy with 
special activities to educate and entertain.
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The Library Board and staff are seeking input from the community as 
they update their strategic plan.  A survey is forthcoming.  The goal of 
the strategic plan is to provide direction on how best to serve the 
community’s needs and expectations.

Staff are engaged in providing imaginative activities such as Sci-Fi 
night, Tech-Wise Tuesdays, Microsoft Imagine Academy.  There are a 
plethora of resources available for the community.  A big focus in 2016 
will be to expand the maritime offerings.

We are researching ways to ensure that every school age student has 
access to a library card.  This is another step toward providing all 
students tools to help them succeed in school.  
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“Pictures of the Past” reprints the history of early Fidalgo Island 
pioneers and Anacortes' founders; lumber and plywood mills; 
publishing and photography; the arrival of Shell Oil; the successful All-
America City effort; the local fishing fleet; theaters; parks; local sports; 
the Anacortes Arts Festival and the Marineers' Pageant; and the 
development of hospitals, schools, and other public amenities.   The 
book includes more than 180 photos -- most of them from the 
Anacortes Museum's Wallie Funk Collection.  
_________________________________________________
Wallie Funk, editor and co-publisher of the Anacortes American from 
1950 to 1964.  He also wrote a series of Anacortes history stories, 
which ran as a guest column in the American from 1994 to 2001. 
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The former Anacortes Antique Machinery Show organization has 
transitioned into a group dedicated to developing a proposal to 
operate the Tommy Thompson Train. This is an independent volunteer 
group separate from the Museum and the Museum Foundation. 
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The Anacortes community continues to be engaged and involved with 
the development to our comprehensive plan which provides a 
roadmap for our community’s growth for the next twenty years.  The 
plan will be complete in June 2016 and lays a good foundation for our 
strategic planning process.  

While preparing this important document we met frequently!
• 28 Community Advisory Committee Meetings
• 23 Planning Commission Meetings, including 4 public hearings 

and multiple public comment meetings
• 11 City Council Meetings (to date, with more to come!)
• 4 Joint meetings with the City Council, Planning Commission, and 

Community Advisory Committee
• plus, 5 Community Workshop and Open Houses
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The Comprehensive Plan is the City’s 20 year roadmap of our 
priorities about 
• Land Use
• Housing
• Economic Development
• Environment & Conservation
• Parks, Recreation, & Open Space
• Transportation, 
• Capital Facilities
• Utilities

Once the comp plan is complete and adopted it does not 
become a plan that sits on a shelf.  The comp plan will provide 
a roadmap for our community’s future.  Annual amendments 
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can be made and there is an 8 year periodic update.  Thank 
you for your engagement with this process!

In the next 20 years we need to be able to provide for 4000-
5000 additional residents while retaining what is important to 
our community and protecting our environment.

3/11/2016
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On February 16th the City Council approved the Anacortes 
High School building plan’s conditional use permit and height 
variance.  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
__________
The new classroom building will be built on the site of War 
Memorial Field.  The current zoning allows a 35-foot building 
height. The existing building is 51 feet tall. The modernization 
is proposed to result in a lowered height of about 38 feet. The 
new building will have a 43-foot height which is lower than the 
highest portion of the current building due to the lower 
elevation.
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The christening and open house for the $126 million Samish 
ferry occurred in May 2015. This was a long time in the 
making.  The Samish Indian Nation began its petition to get 
the ferry named Samish in 2012.  Chairman Tom Wooten 
shared that the Samish Indian Nation traditionally used 
canoes in these waterways and finds it fitting for the ferry to 
carry people under the Samish name.
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The Marine Trades continue to be a strong economic driver of 
Anacortes providing living wages for a growing employee base.

The Marine Industry continues to grow and it is projected that 
commercial fleet improvements will be a larger driver in the Anacortes 
working waterfront over the next two decades.
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This is not your eyes playing tricks on you….

Improvements in the Industrial District by Merlino Jones Brothers 
include a new industrial boat ramp and a travel lift pier with a 200 ton 
capacity.  The lift will be operational by this fall.  MJB is actively 
working with the City regarding options for their land.  This is a step 
forward with a project that supports our marine trade businesses.
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City Council recently approved the Sanitary Sewer Utility Plan.  
This provides $1 million/year toward the reduction of storm 
water entering the sanitary sewer system.    This is an 
important piece of our environmental stewardship. Several 
projects are currently underway downtown.
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We recently hired a second associate planner to help keep up 
with the workload and ensure our plan review turnaround time 
is appropriate.  Currently it takes us 3-4 weeks for new 
construction.  Several permits such as mechanical, small 
alterations, decks, solar panels, signs, and plumbing permits 
are typically issued over the counter.
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Our residents are looking at housing options.  One option that 
has gained momentum is the use of accessory dwelling units.  
ADU’s may be permitted in either an existing single-family 
residence or a detached accessory building.  The units are 
limited to 900 square feet and either the primary residence or 
ADU shall be owner occupied.  This trend in gaining traction 
and the number of permits issued increases each year.
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Last summer, emergency drought conditions led to a 
cooperative agreement between COA, PUD, and Dike District 
15 & 22, and members of the Western Agriculture Association 
on irrigation in the Skagit Basin.  This allowed water to be 
drawn from the Skagit River to provide relief for the crops.  
This was unprecendented in recent history.
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In January, all of the City streets and roads were assessed as 
part of our pavement condition survey.   The City Council has 
made street maintenance and improvements a priority by 
ensuring adequate funding to support the ongoing need.  
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Part of growing our next generation of leaders is to allow them 
the opportunity to run a mock meeting.  During a recent girl 
scouting event, the girls debated and passed a law regarding 
fines for littering.  I was so impressed with their 
thoughtfulness, level of understanding, ability to articulate, 
and make sound decisions.  It makes me confident in 
Anacortes’ future.
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The City of Anacortes together with disaster response agencies hosted 
the first-ever Disaster Preparedness Expo in November 2015, to help 
residents prepare for incidents such as earthquakes, tsunamis, fires, 
floods, and other emergencies.  By the time a disaster occurs, the 
time for preparation has passed.  This event gave residents an 
opportunity to learn, prepare, and purchase shelf stable products.  
These are things that we need ahead of time.  It is important to 
prepare for disasters so that we can be ready to help ourselves, our 
families, and our neighbors in a time of need.
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Ms. Schuh represented the City at the Cascadia Rising 
training sponsored by Governor Inslee’s office.  This meeting 
highlighted the potential impacts of a Cascadia Subduction 
Zone earthquake and tsunami on our region with a discussion 
about major policy issues that officials might face and training 
necessary for catastrophic planning.  

Regularly we open the EOC and run mock drills. The schools, 
hospitals, HAM radio operators, CERT, and other community 
groups actively train with us. 
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Construction on the new Skagit County Jail began in 
November 2015.  The jail will house 400 beds, medical 
and dental care facilities, and a courtroom. There is room 
to expand up to 800 beds.  The construction is expected to 
be complete by summer 2017.
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2015 brought about staffing changes in the Police and Fire 
Departments following retirements, promotions, and hiring.  
At the police department, four officers were promoted to 
corporals, a new classification at the APD with the 
responsibility of lead officer on shift.  

Three recruits are currently attending the Fire Academy.
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School Resource Officer Travis Dotzauer began his new 
assignment in August. Officer Dotzauer splits his time between the 
Middle School and High School. He is available to students and 
staff to discuss safety concerns as well as take any necessary law 
enforcement action on either campus. Fortunately, he spends most 
of his time answering student’s questions, listening to their 
concerns, and patrolling the campuses to discourage unwelcome 
visitors and criminal behavior on campus. During the summer, 
Officer Dotzauer will partner with Anacortes Parks Ranger Dave 
Oicles in patrolling the forestlands. 
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The Anacortes Police Department believes providing 
people accurate information quickly can not only improve 
community safety but help in the apprehension of 
criminals. Later this year the Department will change it’s 
webpage to a more user friendly interactive site called “A-
Town Alerts.” The webpage will allow residents to share 
information with the crime prevention unit as well as 
perform a variety of tasks such as bicycle registration and 
applying for the Citizen’s Academy. 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
_______________________Currently APD pushes out 
Nixle and Twitter alerts to mobile devices advising people 
of hazards such as road closures and utility issues, as well 
as requests for the public’s help in locating suspects and 
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suspect vehicles. The department Facebook Page gives 
additional information about the department and community 
events. 

3/11/2016
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The Police Department maintains a large group of Auxiliary 
Patrol volunteers. Many of our volunteers are graduates of 
the citizen’s academy. Citizen Academies are five week 
intensive courses designed to give community members 
an insight into the world of policing. The 2016 Citizen’s 
Academy is underway but if you are interested in the 2017 
academy or volunteering with the Auxiliary Patrol, please 
contact Community Services Officer Karl Wolfswinkel. 
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Officer Scott Ray was named the Department’s Narcotics K9 
Handler last summer. Officer Ray spent 200 hours in training 
to become a K9 handler and the department purchased a 
trained drug dog from Pacific Coast Detection Canines last 
fall. Officer Ray and T-Bone together as a team are valuable 
in drug interdiction efforts in Anacortes and in assisting other 
Skagit County law enforcement agencies with their drug 
investigations.
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Several law enforcement agencies in Skagit County, 
including Anacortes, now equip police officers with a fast-
acting medication as a way to stop potentially fatal 
overdoses. Naloxone (Nal·ox·one) also known as Narcan, 
was developed to reverse the effects of heroin overdoses .  
Paramedics are already able to administer naloxone by 
injection, either intravenously or inter-muscularly, or by 
spraying into a person’s nostril.

The Naloxone (Nal·ox·one) kits were provided by a grant 
through EMS.
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What do you think of the four way stops on 6th and 8th

streets? After much deliberation, as well as with the 
recommendation from the Traffic Safety Committee, the 
City revised both signals to blink red in four directions for a 
four-way stop.

These changes were made with pedestrian safety and 
traffic mobility in mind. The prior signals were not obvious 
to users of the sidewalk and unintentional jaywalking was 
common at these intersections.

Traffic studies have shown that this will help reduce the 
traffic delays on the side streets.
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The City of Anacortes was hoping to get volunteers to 
measure the depth, width and slope of all its corner curb 
ramps through a new ADA Curb and Sidewalk Inventory 
Assessment Program. Under Sylvia Cooper’s leadership, 9 
volunteers in 200 hours completed the assessment of 1202 
curb ramps in just 2 months!  

In early 2016, we inspected and inventoried all of our 
sidewalks for potential trip hazards.  

The information gained will help the City to prepare for the 
2017 budget. 
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City Council is having a thoughtful conversation about the 
delicate balance of cost and the community’s fundamental 
expectation of assistance in time of an emergency.   City 
Council is looking at an approach that provides incremental 
steps to implement the EMS/Fire Master plan by addressing 
staffing, equipment needs, and the possibility of 24 hour 
coverage by City staff at the March’s Point Station.
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We would like to increase the size of our volunteer fire 
department.  There are multiple ways to volunteer whether 
you wish to serve as a volunteer firefighter, volunteer EMT, or 
support staff volunteer.  If you’d like to learn more please 
contact the Anacortes Fire Department.

58

3/11/2016



The Anacortes Fire Department provides Paramedic 
Ambulance Service throughout Fidalgo and Guemes Island, 
through a contract with Skagit Emergency Medical Services. 
Our community benefits from this level of expert professional 
services.

Anecdotally we all understand that Anacortes population has 
a higher percentage of older residents than neighboring 
communities.  In 2015, 62% of the nearly 2000 fire 
department transports were patients 65 and older.  
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Anacortes is currently ranked 7 of 50 remaining communities 
who are competing for a $5 million dollar prize as part of the 
Georgetown University Energy Prize.  Initially there were 350 
communities who began the application process. The 
competition metrics are primarily based on electrical and 
natural gas energy reductions in owner-occupied residences, 
municipal facilities and school district buildings within the city 
limits over a 2 year (2015 – 2016) period. 

Want to do your part? Turn off unused lights, tune up your 
home's air envelope, turn down your heat when you aren't 
home, and visit www.acechallenge.org.
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This year the City is offering an appliance rebate program 
aimed at efficiency.  The rebate program is limited to City of 
Anacortes water customers who reside in the city limits for 
new appliances purchased on or after January 1, 2016. 
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Three Solar Arrays were installed on City Facilities in 2015.  
Two solar arrays were installed through the Community Solar 
program.  These were privately funded and will be turned over 
to the City in 2020. The City Hall solar array was funded 
through a Department of Commerce grant.

All three of these solar projects used Modules and Inverters 
that were made in Washington.
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Last year we completed the transition of 996 HPS cobra head 
streetlights to LED streetlights. The City will save over 
$50,000/yr. in electrical costs.  The City received a $62,341 
rebate from PSE toward the streetlight conversion. This 
project will pay for itself in 4 years. 
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In 2015, we began live streaming of our City Council and 
Planning Commission meetings on both Channel 10 and the 
City website.  

Council meeting attendees can now bring up the documents 
that are being shown on the monitors on their personal 
computer devices for ease of viewing. 

We also have added public art and the current council 
chambers has been named the 98221 Art Gallery.  The 
exhibit will change quarterly.

Please come see our updated council chambers.
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In 2015 staff worked with City Council to revise Anacortes Municipal 
Code Chapter 2.92 that addresses the Public Records Act Rule and to 
establish a new Records Management Policy.  

___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Staff meet monthly to ensure that we have consistent records 
retention. 
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Last March, a delegation travelled to Sidney, BC on the annual first 
run of the spring sailing of the WA State Ferries to Sidney.  Rather 
than returning immediately, we met with delegates from throughout 
Vancouver Island to discuss how we can strengthen our marketing 
strategies between the two communities.  Sidney Mayor Price 
visited Anacortes in November during the Sister City Art Exchange.   
This May, there will be a reciprocal show in Sidney within walking 
distance from the ferry. 

County Commissioner Ron Wesen
Anacortes Chamber Director Stephanie Hamilton
Ferry Advisory Committee Member Jim English
Emily Schuh
Laurie Gere
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Grand View Cemetery was established August 9, 1897 by German 
immigrants, William and Ernestine Deutsch (Du-wonch). The Deutsch 
family operated the cemetery until it was deeded to the City of 
Anacortes in 1945. The Parks and Recreation Department oversees 
the management and operations of the cemetery.

Recently there was a failure of a portion of a retaining wall. The entire 
wall is going to be replaced in phases.  Approximately 300 feet of the 
600 foot wall has been replaced to date.  Further expansion of the 
cemetery is necessary within the next several years as space is 
becoming limited within our currently developed space.
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The running sculpture, which is a man and a woman 8’ tall of stainless 
steel, by artist Ken Turner, is now complete and installed in front of the 
Marine Center on R Avenue. Art Dash funds were used to fund this 
newest piece of art.

68

3/11/2016



As Mayor, I have the great honor of participating in community 
celebrations, visiting local businesses like Tesoro, Dakota Creek, and 
our merchants.  Our community is energetic and engaged and there is 
never a dull moment….  I encourage you to start using the hashtag 
#Anacortes365 to spread the word about Anacortes for our guests.  
This is a component of the Chamber’s marketing strategy and 
destination program.
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Today, I thank you for the opportunity to serve this beautiful 
community, but for over 30 years, as a community we have collectively 
discussed the need for a community center.  These conversations are 
starting to gain traction into something more real, so I ask each of you, 
what would you be willing to do to bring a community center to 
Anacortes?
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City Staff are working to enhance our 4th of July festivities.  I 
recently came across some pictures of the parade with very 
impressive floats.  Wouldn’t it be fun to see these floats 
again?  With a little friendly competition we could build upon 
an all ready great 4th of July! 
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In closing, I want to share how important it is to City Council, myself, 
and staff to better our community.   We meet weekly with potential 
business prospects, contractors, and developers.  We utilize the 
comprehensive plan to guide these conversations.

We recognize that we have some challenges for economic 
development.  These include lack of land availability, lack of a fiber 
network, and a low inventory of commercial and residential real estate 
which leads to high rent.  

We also have some amazing opportunities.  The Marine Trades 
continue to be the largest private employers in the City, we are working 
toward a plan for implementing a fiber network, we are addressing 
improvements to South Commercial, and we are implementing our 
comprehensive plan to provide opportunities (including housing) for 
our community.
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It is also important to acknowledge our successes.
• MJB Travel Lift and Dock
• Kelly Larkin’s redevelopment of the Skyline Marina with mixed use
• Dakota Creek Industry’s ongoing success.  They currently employee 

over 400 people with living wage jobs
• The ability to work with local contractors and their new 

developments
• Chamber of Commerce’s implementation of the Destination Brand 

Strategy
• City and Port joint collaboration for business opportunities
• Our engaged retail community
• Award winning public hospital with a 20 year master plan

It is an exciting time at the City!
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It is also rewarding and FUN to be your Mayor!  Thank you for allowing 
me to serve and for your interest in the State of the City.

73

3/11/2016


